II6                        kUSSIAN'    HAZARD
with the enemy. Encouraged by their support, Kerensky, whom
everybody regarded as the one man who was capable of infusing a
new spirit into the troops, had taken over the post of Minister of War.
But the small body of Bolsheviks were a different kettle of fish.
Also Social Democrats, there was no compromising with Allied
Imperialism for them. The abolition of the autocracy was only
the mere first step for them. Of all the parties supporting the
revolution, their rabbit was the fullest grown, inedible as it was to
most. It was out-and-out Socialism, the complete wiping out of
the capitalist system from Russia, and the substitution for it of Karl
Marx, undiluted and undeferred. As avowed bitter opponents of
the Provisional Government, whom they denounced as "lackeys of
Capitalism", the Bolsheviks were a menace to the Allied cause.
But there was another, more sinister reason for their engaging the
attention of the Counter-Espionage.
When Lenin, Kameneff, Radek, Lunatcharsky and Krylenko
arrived in Petrograd a month after the revolution began, they had
travelled from Switzerland through Germany in a sealed carriage
provided for them at the request of the Swiss Social Democratic
Party by the German Government. The Germans had only one
reason for providing this facility. They saw in Lenin and his policies
a possible means of harrying the Provisional Government and
helping to keep Russia out of the remainder of the war. The
Bolsheviks were not pro-Germans. But Lenin saw in the situation
that had arisen in Russia the opportunity of turning the revolution
into a victory for his aims if only the Provisional Government could
be kept from establishing a stable regime. So he set to work the
moment he arrived to foment agitation against it, advocating the
withdrawal of Russia from this capitalist and imperialist war and
the duty of fraternization with the enemy. His aim was also to
provoke the German soldiers to revolt against their capitalist and
imperialist government, but that was subsidiary to his main purpose
of turning the Russian revolution into a victory for Marxism at
all costs.
This was cutting right across the existing lines, even the wobbling
lines of the Provisional Government and the other sections of the
Soviet. It frightened the other wings of the Social Democrats. It
threatened the life of the Provisional Government and aU the vague
liberal ideas it imagined itself to be standing for. It aimed a dangerous
blow at the hopes of an Allied victory coming soon. From our point
of view it was playing right into German hands. Therefore Lenin
and his associates had to be fought with all the determination
Counter-Espionage could muster in this hesitant, terribly indeter-
minate time.